United Methodist Church – Health Care Resolution

Introduction

We all recognize the need for adequate health care for ourselves and our families. In the last two decades there have been many options brought before the people of this nation and some have been serious attempts to provide for all. However, most proposals have continued to exclude some portion of society from access to adequate health care. The debates seem to have subsided, but problems of providing adequate care to individuals are actually increasing with time.

Tremendous Medicaid budget cuts are pending. These cuts would surely further limit health care access for the poor and the physically or mentally challenged. Health Maintenance Organizations (HMOs), and the like, interfere with physicians treatment plans. In effect, HMOs deny legitimate claims by developing regulations on getting approvals for treatment that both patients and doctors have difficulty understanding or satisfying. It has been estimated that today's physician spends about one-third of his or her time satisfying these regulations and seeking approvals for treatment, time the physician could be spending with patients. Because there are so many public and private health care insurance organizations the result is an insurmountable bureaucratic complex; a system which tends to confuse virtually every aspect of insurance coverage for the patients and the practitioners.

Resolution

Therefore, as it is unconscionable that any human being should ever be denied access to adequate health care due to economic, racial, or class barriers; and The United Methodist Social Principles state in the introduction to paragraph 162, "The rights and privileges a society bestows upon or withholds from those who comprise it indicate the relative esteem in which that society holds particular persons and groups of persons . . . .", and in ¶ 162 C, ". . .Children have the rights to food, shelter, clothing, health care. . . .", and in ¶ 162 T, "Health care is a basic human right. . . . It is unjust to construct or perpetuate barriers to physical wholeness. . . . We also recognize the role of government in ensuring that each individual has access to those elements necessary to good health."; and the Council of Bishops has endorsed the Universal Declaration for Human Rights which clearly claims health care as right due to every world citizen;

Therefore, be it resolved, that The United Methodist Church expressly adopt the claim of health care as a "basic human right" and that this claim be the hallmark of our United Methodist efforts in this area of advocacy; and

Be it further resolved, that The United Methodist Church now demands health care as a basic human right and as an entitlement for all Americans, including Native Americans, and legal resident aliens; and

Be it further resolved, that The United Methodist Church will exert its influence in any arena and wherever possible to bring about substantive change in the health care system, respecting the hallmark of health care as a "basic human right"; and

Be it further resolved, that compassion and healing be the primary motivation in developing a health care system that is just and inclusive and recognizing this, The United Methodist Church now calls for implementation of a totally nonprofit health care insurance system, a single-payer system administered by the federal government; and

Be it further resolved, that The United Methodist Church endorses the health care system described in the American Health Security Act of 1995 (H.R. 1200, The McDermott Bill), or a very similar system, one which guarantees complete freedom for patients to choose their physicians and health care providers and for physicians to provide and prescribe needed and appropriate care; and

    H.R. 1200 combines all government health care programs (e.g. Medicare, CHAMPUS, Federal Employees, Railroad Employees, etc.) into one, eliminates Medicaid by providing care to the poor, and eliminates all the layers and permutations of health care insurance administration and service bureaus, both public and private. This bill provides a comprehensive package of health care including: primary care, emergency and hospital care, long-term care, drugs and prescriptions, drug and alcohol recovery treatment, dental care, etc. This care is paid for by an across-the-board employers excise tax of about 8 percent of gross wages for each employee and about a 2 percent personal income tax and reasonable "co-pays" with no lifetime or annual limits on coverage. No health tax would be collected from anyone whose income is 100 percent of or below the poverty line. A sliding scale is used for those whose income is between 100 percent and 200 percent of the poverty line.

Be it finally resolved that, The United Methodist Church publicly advocate and fervently lobby the federal government to protect and provide for rights to health care and to take up measures such as the American Health Security Act.
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